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              Trasmesso dal Presidente della Camera dei deputati alla Presidenza
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            Ratifica ed esecuzione del Protocollo sui registri delle emissioni e dei trasferimenti di sostanze inquinanti, fatto a Kiev il 21 maggio 2003
          

        

      

      
        
          DISEGNO DI LEGGE
        

        
          
            Art. 1.
          

          
            (Autorizzazione alla ratifica)
          

          
            
              1. Il Presidente della Repubblica è autorizzato a ratificare il Protocollo sui registri delle emissioni e dei trasferimenti di sostanze inquinanti, fatto a Kiev il 21 maggio 2003.
            

          

        

        
          
            Art. 2.
          

          
            (Ordine di esecuzione)
          

          
            
              1. Piena ed intera esecuzione è data al Protocollo di cui all'articolo 1, a decorrere dalla data della sua entrata in vigore, in conformità a quanto disposto dall'articolo 27 del Protocollo stesso.
            

          

        

        
          
            Art. 3.
          

          
            (Clausola di invarianza finanziaria)
          

          
            
              1. Dall'attuazione della presente legge non devono derivare nuovi o maggiori oneri a carico della finanza pubblica.
            

          

          
            
              2. Le amministrazioni interessate svolgono le attività previste dalla presente legge con le risorse umane, finanziarie e strumentali disponibili a legislazione vigente.
            

          

        

        
          
            Art. 4.
          

          
            (Entrata in vigore)
          

          
            
              1. La presente legge entra in vigore il giorno successivo a quello della sua pubblicazione nella Gazzetta Ufficiale.
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PROTOCOL ON POLLUTANT RELEASE
AND TRANSFER REGISTERS

The Parties to this Protocol,

Recalling article 5, paragraph 9, and article 10, paragraph 2, of the 1998
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making
and Access to Justice in Environmentl Matters (the Arhus Convention),

Recognizing that pollutant release and fransfer registers provide an
important mechanism to increase corporate accountability, reduce pollation
and promote sustainable development, as stated in the Lucca Declaration
adopted at the first meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention,

Having regard to principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development,

Having regard also fo the principles and commitments agreed to at the
1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, in
particular the provisions in chapter 19 of Agenda 21,

Taking note of the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda
21, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its nineteenth
special session, 1997, in which it called for, inter alia, enhanced national
capacities and capabilities for information collection, processing and
dissemination, to facilitate public access to information on global
environmental issues through sppropriate means,

Having regard to the Plan of Implementation of the 2002 World Summit
on Sustainable Development, which encourages the development of coherent,
integrated information on chemicals, such as through national pollutant release
and transfer registers,

Taking into account the work of the Intergovernmentsl Forum on
Chemical Safety, in particular the 2000 Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety,
the Priorities for Action Beyond 2000 and the Pollutant Release and Transfer
Register/Emission Inventory Action Plan,

Taking into account also the activities undertaken within the framework
of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals,

Taking into account furthermore the work of the Orgamisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development, in particular its _Council
Recrenmsidation o Fplémentinny Pollutint Releate’ und Tonsfer Bexisters;
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4. Each Party may allow its competent authonity to make a charge for
reproducing and mailing the specific information referred to in paragraph 2,
but such charge shall nof exceed & reasonable amount.

5. Where the information contained in its register is not emily publicly
accessible by direct electronic means, each Party shall faciltate electronic
access to ifs register in publicly accessible locations, for example in public
libraries, offices of local authorites or other appropriate places

Auticdel2
CONFIDENTIALITY

1. Each Party may authorize the competent authority to keep information
held on the register confidential where public disclosure of that information
would adversely affect

() International rlations, national defence or public security;

() The course of justice, the ability of a person to receive a fair trial
or the ability of a public authority to conduct an enquiry of  criminal or
disciplinary nature;

() The confidentiality of commercial and industrial information,
where such confidentialty is protected by law in order to protect a legitimate
economic interest;

(@ Tntellectual property rights; or

(&) The confidentiality of personal data andfor files relating to
natural person if that person has not consented to the disclosure of the
information to the public, where such confidentialty is provided for in national
P

The aforementioned gromds for confidentiality shall be interpreted in a
restrictive way, taking into account the public interest served by disclosure and
whether the information relates to releases into the environment.

2. Within the framework of paragraph 1 (), any information on releases
which is relevant for the protection of the environment shall be considered for
disclosure according to national law.

3. Whenever information is kept confidential according to paragraph 1, the
register shall indicate what type of information has been withheld, throngh, for

e
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Silekl
DESIGN AND STRUCTURE

1. Each Party shall ensure that the data held on the register referred to in
article 4 are presented in both aggregated and non-sggregated forms, s that
releases and transfers can be searched and identified according to:

@) Facilty nd ts geographical lcation;
®  Actvity

() Owneror operator, and, as approprate, company;
(@ Pollutant or waste, as appropriat;

(9) Fach of the environmental media into which the pollutant is
released; and

(© As specified in article 7, paragraph 3, the destination of the
transfer and, where appropriate, the disposal or recovery operation for waste.

2. Each Party shall also ensure that the data can be searched and identified
according to those diffuse sources which have been included in the register.

3. Each Party shall design its register taking into account the possibility of
ifs future expansion and ensuring that the Teporting data from at least the ten
previous reporting years are publicly accessible.

4. The register shall be designed for maximum ease of public access
through electronic means, such as the Inferet. The design shall allow that,
under normal operating conditions, the information on the Tegister is
continuously and immediately available through elecironic means.

5. Each Party should provide links in its register to its relevant existing,
publicly accessible databases on subject matters related to environmental
protection.

6. Each Party shall provide links in ifs register to the pollutant release and
transfer registers of other Parties to the Protocol and, where feasible, to those
of other comntries.
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bk
ANNEXES

Amnexes to this Protocol shall form an integral part thereof and, unless
expressly provided otherwise, a eference to this Protocol constifutes at the
same time a reference to any annexes thereto.

Auticle20
AMENDMENTS
1. AnyParty may propose amendments to this Protocol.

2. Proposals for amendments to this Protocol shall be considered af a
session of the Meeing of the Partis.

3. Any proposed amendment to this Protocol shall be submited in writing
10 the secretaniat, which shall communicate it at least six months before the
session at which it is proposed for adoption to all Parties, to other States and
regional economic integration organizations that have consented to be bound
by the Protocol and for which it has not yet entered into force and o
Signatories.

4. The Parties shall make every effot o reach agreement on any proposed
amendment to his Protocol by consensus If all efforts at consensus have been
exhausted, and 1o agreement reached, (he amendment sball as a last esort be
adopted by a thee. fourths majoriy vote of the Parties present and voting at the

5. For the purposes of this article, “Parties present and voting” means
Pasties present and casting an affirmative of negative vote.

6. Any amendment to this Protocol adopted in sccordance with paragraph 4
shall be communicated by the secretariat to the Depositary, who shall circulate
it to all Partis, to other States and regional economic integraion organizations
that have consented to be bound by the Protocol and for which it has not yet
entered into force and to Signatories.

7. An amendment, other than one to an annes, shall enter into force for
those Parties having ratified, accepted or approved it on the ninetieth day after
the date of receipt by the Depositary of the instments of rafification,
acceptance or approval by at least three fourths of those which were Parties at
the time of its adoption. Thereafte it shall enter into force for any other Party

B
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on the mnetieth day after that Party deposits its instrument of ratification,
acceptance or approval of the amendment.

8 In the case of an amendment to an annex, a Party that does not accept
such an amendment shall so nofify the Deposifary in writing within fwelve
months from the date of its circulation by the Depositary. The Depositary shall
without delay inform all Parties of any such notification received. A Party may

at any time withdraw 2 mofification of nomacceptance, Whereupon the
amendment to an annex shall enter into force for that Pasty.

9. On the expiry of twelve months from the date of its circulation by the
Depositary s provided for in paragraph 6, an amendment to an annex shall
enter into force for those Pasties which have not submitted a nofification to the
Depositary in accordsnce with paragraph 8, provided that, at that fime, not
more than one third of those which were Parties at the time of the adoption of
the smendment have submitted such a nofification.

10, If an smendment to an amnes is directly related to an amendment to this

Protocol, it shall not enter into force until such time as the amendment to this
Protocol enters into force.

Artice21
SECRETARIAT

‘The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe shall
carry outthe following secretariat functions fo this Protocol:

() The preparation and servicing of the sessions of the Meeting of
the Parties;

() The transmission to the Parties of reports and other information
received in accordance with the provisions of this Protocol:

() The reporting to the Meeting of the Parties on the activities of the
secretariat; and.

(@ Such other fimctions s may be determined by the Meefing of the
Pasties on the basis of availble resources.

e
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of the data from which the reported information was derived for a period of
five years, starting from the end of the reporting year concemed. These records
shall also describe the methodology used for dafa gathering.

2. Each Party shall require the owners or operators of the facilifies subject
{0 reporting under artile 7 to use the best available information, which may
include monitoring data, emission factors, mass balance equations, indirect
monitoring or ofher calculations, engineering judgments and ofher methods.
Where sppropriate, this should be done in sccordance with interationally
approved methodologies.

Article 10
QUALITY ASSESSMENT

1. Each Party shall require the owners or operators of the facilifies subject
to the reporting requirements of article 7, paragraph 1, to assure the quality of
the information that they report.

2. Each Party shall ensure that the data contained in it register are subject
{0 qualify assessment by the competent authority, in parficular as fo their
completeness, consistency and credibility, taking info sccount any guidelines
that may be developed by the Meeting of the Parties.

Articde 11
PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION

1. Each Party shall ensure public access to information contained in its
pollutant release and transfer register, without an inferest having to be stated,
and according to the provisions of this Protocol, primarily by ensuring that ifs
regster provides for direct electronic access through public telecommunications
nefuworks.

2. Where the information contsined in is register is not easily publicly
sccessible by direct clectronic means, each Party shall ensure fhat ifs
competent authority upon request provides that information by any other
effective means, as soon as possible and at the latest within one month after the
request has been submifted.

3. Subject to paragraph 4, each Pary shall enswe that access fo
information contained in its register is free of charge.

g
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kel
MEETING OF THE PARTIES

1. A Meeting of the Parties is hereby established. Iis first session shall be
convened no later than two years after the eniry into force of this Profocol
Thereafter, ordinary sessions of the Meeting of the Parties shall be held
sequentially with or parallel to ordinary meefings of the Parties to the
Convention, unless ofherwise decided by the Parties to this Protocol. The
Meefing of the Parties shall hold an extraordinary session if it 5o decides in the
course of an ordinary session or st the written request of any Party provided
that, within six months of it being communicated by the Executive Secretary of
the Economic Commission for Europe to all Parties, the said request is
supported by at least one third of these Parties.

2. The Meeting of the Parties shall keep under contimous review the
implementation and development of this Protocol on the basis of regular
reporting by the Paxties and. it this pupose in mind,shall:

() Review the development of pollutant release and framsfer
registers, and promote their progressive strengthening and convergence;

() Establish guidelines facilitaing reporting by the Parties to it,
bearing in mind the need to avoid duplication of effort in this regard;

(9 Establish a programme of work;

(@ Consider and, where appropriate, adopt measurs to stzengihen
international cooperation in accordance with aricle 16;

() Establish such subsidisry bodies as it deems necessary;

(0 Consider and adopt proposals for such amendments to_this
Protocol and its amnexes a5 are deemed necessary for the purposes of this
Protocol, i accordance with the provisions of aticle 20;

(® At its first session, consider and by consensus adopt rules of
procedure for its sessions and those of ifs subsidiary bodies, taking into
account any rules of procedure adopted by the Meeting of the Pasties fo the

Convention;
() Consider establishing financial arrangements by consensus and

technical assistance mechanisms to facilitate the implementation of this
Protocol;

i





OPS/DDL S. 1702 - XVIII Leg./Testi/htmlimage3d9ab4b3.png
in which the Council calls upon member countries to establish and make
publicly available national pollutant release and transfer registers,

Wishing to provide a mechanism contributing to the ability of every
person of present and future generations to live in an environment adequate to
Bis or her bealth and well-being, by ensuring the development of publicly
accessible environmental information systems,

Wishing also to ensure that the development of such systems takes into
sccount principles coniributing fo_sustainable_development such s the
precautionary approach set forth in principle 15 of the 1992 Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development,

Recognizing the link between adequate environmental information
systems and the exercise of the rights contained in the Aarhus Convention,

Noting the need for cooperation with other interational nitiatives
concerning pollntanis and waste, including the 2001 Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants and the 1989 Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal,

‘Recognizing that the objectives of an integrated approach to minimizing
pollution and the amount of waste resulting from the operation of industrial
installations and other sources are to achieve a high level of protection for the
environment as a whole, to move towards sustainable and environmentally
sound development and to protect the health of present and fufure generations,

Convinced of the value of pollutant release and transfer registers 1s a
costeffective ool for encowrsging improvements in _environmental
performance, for providing public access to information on ollutants released
into and transferred in and through communities, and for use by Governments
in tracking trends, demonstrating progress in pollution reduction, monitoring
complisnce with cerfain intemational sgreements, sefting priorities and
evaluating progress achieved through environmentl policies and programmes,

Belisving that pollutant release and transfer registers can bring tangible
benefifs o industry through the improved management of pollutants,

Noting the opportunities for using data from pollutant release and
transfer _registers, combined with health, environmental, demographic,
economic o ofher types of relevant information, for the purpose of gaining &
better understanding of potential problems, identifying ‘hot spots’, taking
preventive and mitigafing measures, and setting environmentl management
prioriies,
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5. To reduce duplicative reporting, pollutant release and transfer register
systems may be integrated to the degree practicable with existing information
sources such 2s reporiing mechanisms under licences or operafing permits.

6. Parties shall strive to achieve convergence among national pollutant
release and transfer register.

Articled

CORE ELEMENTS OF A POLLUTANT RELEASE AND
TRANSFER REGISTER SYSTEM

Tn accordance with this Protocol, each Pasty shall establish and maintain
 publicly accessible national pollutant release and transfer register (hat:

(@ Isfacilityspecific with respect to Teporting on point sources;
@ Accommodates reporting on diffuse sources;
() Is pollutant.specific or waste-specific, as appropriate;
(@ Is multimedia, distinguishing among releases to ai, land and water,
(9 Tncludes information on transfers;
(9 Is based on mandatory reporting on a periodic basis;

Includes standardized and timely dats, a limited mmber of

@
standardized reporting thresholds and limited provisions, if any, for
conti

@) Is coberent and designed fo be user-friendly and publicly
accessible, including in electronic form;

@ Allows for public participation in its development and
modification; and

() Ts a structured, computerized database or several linked databases
maintained by the competent authority.
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kel

CAPACITY-BUILDING
1. Each Party shall promote public awareness of its pollutant release and
transfer repister, and shall ensure that assistance and guidance are provided in
accessing ifs register and in understanding and using the information contained
init

2. Each Party should provide adequate capacity-building for and guidance
10 the responsible authorities and bodies fo assist them in carrying out their
duties under this Protocol.

Auticle 16
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
1 The Pastiesshall,as appropriate, cooperate and asist each ofher:

(@) In intemational actions in support of the objectives of this
Protocol;

() O the basis of mutual agreement befween the Parties concermed,
in implementing nationsl systems in pursuance of this Protocol;

() In sharing information under this Protocol on releases and
transfers within border areas; and.

(@ In sharing information under this Protocol concerning fransfers
among Parties.

2. The Parties shall encourage cooperation among each other and with
relevant international organizations, as appropriate, to promote:

() Public awareness at the international level;
() The transfer of technology: and.
() The provision of technical sssistance to Parties that are

developing counries and Parties with economies in fransifion in matters
relating to this Protocol.

i
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organizations, be construed as applying to the region in question unless
otherwise indicated;

11 “Waste” means substances or objects which are:
() Disposed of or recovered;
() Intended to be disposed of or recovered; or

() Required by the provisions of national law to be disposed of or
recovered;

12 “Hazardous waste” means waste that is defined as hazardous by the
provisions of national law,

13, “Other waste” means waste that s not hazardous waste;

14 “Waste water” means used water containing substances or objects that is
subject to regulation by national law.

Articled
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Each Party shall take the necessary legisltive, regulatory and other
measures, and appropriate enforcement measures, to implement the provisions
of this Protocol

2. The provisions of this Protocol shall not affect the right of a Party to
maintain or introduce 2 more extensive or more publicly accessible polutant
release and fransfer register than required by this Protocol.

3. Each Party shall take the necessary measures to require that employees
of a facility and members of the public who report a violation by a facilty of
national laws implementing this Protocal to public suthorities are mot

penalized, persecated or harassed by that faclity or public authorities for their
actions in reporting the violation.

4. In the implementation of this Protocol, each Party shall be guided by the
precautionary approach as set forth in principle 15 of the 1992 Rio Declaration
on Environment and Development.
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example, providing generic chemical information if possible, and for what
reason i has been withheld.

Article13

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF NATIONAL POLLUTANT RELEASE AND
TRANSFER REGISTERS

1. Each Party shall ensure appropriate opportunities for public participation
in the development of its nafioral pollutant release and transfer register, within
the framework of its national law.

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1, each Party shall provide the opportunity
for free public access to the information on the proposed measires concerning
the development of its national pollutant release and transfer register and for
the submission of any comments, information, analyses or opinions that are
relevant to the decisionmaking process, and the relevant authority shall take
due account of such public input

3. Each Party shall ensure that, when a decision to establish of significantly
change ifs register has been faken, information on the decision and the
considerations on which it is based are made publicly available in & timely

Article 14
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

L. Each Party shall, within the framework of its national legislation, ensure
that any person who considers that bis or her request for information under
article 11, paragraph 2, has been ignored, wrongfully refused, whether in part
or in full inadequately auswered, o oiberwise uot dealt with in accordance
with the provisions of that paragraph has access o a review procedure before a
court of law or another independent and impartial body established by law.

2. The requirements in paragraph 1 are without prejudice to the respective

rights and obligations of Parties under existing treaties applicable befween
them dealing with the subject mater of this article.

—
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5. Each Party shall require the owners or operators of the facilities required
i0 report under paragraph 2 to complete and submit o its competent authority,
the following information on a facilfy-specific basis:

() The name, sireet address, geographical location and the activity or
actvities of the reporting facility, and the name of the owner or operator, and,
s appropriate, company:

() The name and mumerical identifier of each pollutant required to be
reported pursuant to paragraph 2;

() The amount of each pollutant required to be reported pursuant to
paragraph 2 released from the facilit to the environment in the reporting year,
both in aggregate and according to whether the release is fo r, fo Water or o
1and, incliding by underground injection;

@  Either:

@ The amount of each pollutant required to be reported pursuant to
paragraph 2 that is transferred off-site in the reporting year,
distinguishing between the amounts transferred for disposal and
for recovery, and the name and address of the facilty Teceiving
the transfer, or

@ The amowst of waste requied to be reported purant o
puragraph 2 transferred off-site in the reporting _year,
distnguishing befvveen hazardous waste and ofher waste, for any
aperations of recovery or disposal, indicating respectively with

or ‘D’ whether the wast is destined for recovery or disposal
pursuant to amex T and, for transboundary movements of
hazardous waste, the name and address of the recoverer or
disposer of the waste and the actual recovery or disposal site
receiving the transfer,

(9) The amount of each polluant in waste water required fo be
reported pursuant to paragraph 2 transferred off site i the reporting year; and

(9 The type of methodology used to derive the information referred
to in subparagraphs (¢) to (e), according to article 9, paragraph 2, indicating
whether the information is based on measurement, calculation or estimation.

6. The information referred to in paragraph 5 () to (¢) shall include

information on releases and transfers resulting from routine sctiviies and from
extraordinary eveats.

—_—
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Recognizing the importance of protecting the privacy of identified or
identifiable natural persons in the processing of Mformation reporied to
pollutant release and transfer registers in accordance with applicable
international standards relating to daa protection,

Recognizing_also the importance of developing _intermationally
compatible national pollutant release and transfer register systems to increase
the comparability of data,

Noting that many member States of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe, the European Community and the Parties to the North
American Free Trade Agreement are acting to collect data on pollutant releases
and transfers from various sources and to make these dafa publicly accessible,
and recognizing especially in this area the long and valusble experience i
certain couniries,

Taking into account the different approaches in existing emission
registers and the need to avoid duplication, md recognizing therefore that a
certain degree of flexibility s needed,

Urging the progressive development of national pollutant release and
transfer registers,

Urging also the establishment of links between national pollutant release
and transfer registers and information systems on other releses of public
concemn,

‘Have agreed s follows:

Article]
OBJECTIVE

‘The objective of this Protocal is to enhance public access to information
through the establishment of coberent, integrated, nationwide ollutant release
and transfer registers (PRTRS) in sccordance with the provisions of this
Protocol, which could facilitate public partiipation in environmental decision-
making as well as contribute to the prevention and reduction of pollution of the
environment.
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(@ Releases any pollutant specified in annex II n quantities exceeding
the applicable thresholds specified in amnex IT column 1

() Transfers off-site any pollutant specified in ammex I in quantities
exceeding the applicable threshold specified in annex I, column
2, where the Party has opted for polutant-specific reporting of
tfansfers pursuant to paragraph 5 (d);

() Transfers offste hazardous waste exceding 2 tons per year or
other waste exceeding 2,000 tons per year, where the Party has
opted for_waste specific reporting of fransfers pursuant to
paragraph 5 (4 or

() Transfers offsite any pollutant specified in amnex Il in waste
water destined for waste-water reatment in quantifies exceeding
the applicable threskold specified in annex II, column 1b;

to undertke the obligaion imposed on that owner o perator pursuant to
paragraph 2; or

() Require the owner or the operstor of each individusl faciliy
within s jurisdiction that undertakes one or more of the actvitis specifiedin
amnex T a or bove the employee threshold specfiedin annex 1, column 2, and
mamifacture, processes or uses any pollutant specified i annex. T in
quantites exceeding the spplicable threshold specifid in annex I, calumn 3,
f mndertke.the obligation imposed on that owner or opersor pursuant to
paragraph 2.

2. Each Party shall require the owner or operator of a facilfy referred to in
paragraph 1 to submit the information specified in paragraphs 3 and 6, and in
accordance with the requirements therein, with respect fo those pollutants and
wastes for which thresholds were exceeded.

3. In order to achieve the objective of this Protocol, a Party may decide
with respect to a particular pollutant to apply either a release threshold or a
manufacture, process o use threshold, provided that this increases the relevant
information on releases or ransfers availsble inifsregister.

4. Each Party shall ensure that its competent authority collects, or shall
designate one or more public authorities or competent bodies fo collect, the
information on releases of pollutants from diffuse sowrces specified in
paragraphs 7 and 8, or inclusion in s register.
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ilidil
SCOPE OF THE REGISTER
1. Each Pasty chall ensure thatifs register includes the information on:

() Releases of polltants reqred to be reported under avicle 7,
paragraph 2

®) Offsite transfers required o be reported under aricle 7,
paragraph 2 and

() Releases of pollutants from diffuse sources required under article
7, paragraph 4.

2. Having assessed the experience gained from the development of national
pollutant release and transfer registers and the implementation of this Protocol,
and taking into account relevant intemational processes, the Meeting of the
Pasties shall review the reporting requirements under this Protocol and shall
consider the following issues in ts further development:

() Revision of the activities specified in annex
@ Revision of the pollutants specified in annex IT;
() Revision of the thresholds in amnexes I and IT; and.
(@ Inclusion of other relevant aspects such as information on onsife
transfers, storage, the specification of reporting requirements for diffuse

sources or the development of criteria for including pollutans under this
Protocol.

Acticle?
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
1. EachParty shall ither:
() Require the owner o the operator of each individual facility
within its jurisdiction that undertakes one or more of the activities specified in

annex I above the applicable capacity threshold specified in annex I, column 1,
and:
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habladia
DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Protocol,

1. “Party” means, unless the text indicates otherwise, a State or a regional
economic integration organization referted to in article 24 which has consented
to be bound by this Protocol and for which the Protocol i in force;

2. “Convention” means the Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters, done at Aarhus, Denmark, on 25 June 1998;

3. “The public” means one or more natural or legal persons, and, in
sccordance with national legislation or practice, their sssociations,
organizations or groups;

4. “Facility’ means one or more installations on the same sife, or on
adjoining sites, that are owned or operated by the same nafural or legal person;

5. “Competent authority” means the national authority or authorities, or
any ofher competent body or bodies, designated by a Parly to manage a
national pollutant release and transfer register system;

6. “Pollutant” means a substance or a group of substances that may be
harmful to the environment or to human health on account of its properties and
ofits infroduction into the environment;

7. “Release” means any introduction of pollutants into the enviromment as
4 estlt of any human activity, whether deliberate or accidental, routine of no-
routine, including_ spilling, emitting, discharging, injecting, disposing or
dumping, or through sewer systems without final waste-water treafment;

8. “Off-site transfer” means the movement beyond the boundaries of the
facility of either pollutants or waste destined for disposal or recovery and of
pollutants in waste water destined for waste-water freatment;

9. “Diffuse sources” means the many smaller or scattered sources from
which pollutants may be released to land, air or water, whose combined impact
on those media may be significant and for which it is impractical to collect
reports from each individual source;

10 The terms “national” and “natiomwide” shall, with respect fo the
obligations under the Protocol on Pasties that are regional economic integration
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7. Each Party shall present onm its register, in an adequate spatial
disageregation, the information on releases of pollitants from diffuse sources
for which that Party determines that dafa are being collected by the relevant
authorities and can be practicably included. Where the Party determines that no
such data exist, it shall take measures o initiate reporting on releases of
relevant pollutants from one or more diffuse sources in accordance with its
national priorifies.

8. The information referred to in paragraph 7 shall include information on
the type of methodology used to derive the information.

Articles
REPORTING CYCLE

1. Each Party shall ensure that the information required to be incorporated
in ifs register is publicly available, compiled and presented on the register by
calendar Year. The reporting year i the calendar year to which that information
relates. For cach Party, the first reporting year is the calendar year after the
Protocal enters into force for that Party. The reporting required under article 7
shall be anmual However, the second reporting year may be the second
calendsr year following the first reporting year.

2. Each Party that is not a regional economic integration organization shall
ensure that the information is incorporated. info ifs register within fifteen
months from the end of each reporting year. However, the information for the
firs reporting year shall be incorporated into ifs register within fwo years from
the end of that reporting year.

3. Each Party that is a regional economic integration organization shall
ensure that the informafion for  particular reporting year is incorporated into
ifs register six months after the Parties that are mot regional economic
integration organizations are required to do So.

Articled

DATA COLLECTION AND RECORD-KEEPING

1. Each Party shall require the owners of operators of the facilifies subject
to the reporting requirements of article 7 to collect the dita needed fo
determine, in accordance with paragraph 2 below and with appropriate
frequency, the facility’s releases and off-site transfers subject fo reporting
under srticle 7 and to keep available for the competent authorites the records

g





OPS/DDL S. 1702 - XVIII Leg./Testi/htmlimage89644c86.png
()  Seek, where appropriate, the services of other relevant
international bodies in the achievement of the objectives of this Protocol; and.

) Consider and take any additional action that may be required to
fusther the objectives of this Protocol, such as the adoption of guidelines and
recommendations which promote ifs implementation.

3. The Meeting of the Parties shall facilitte the exchange of information
on the experience gained in reporting transfers using the pollutant-specific and
waste-specific approaches, and shall review that experience in order to
investigate the possibiity of convergence between the two approaches, taking
into account the public inferest in information in sccordance with article 1 and
the overall effectiveness of national pollutant release and transfer registers.

4. The United Nations, its speciaized agencies and the International
Atomic Energy Agency, as well 25 any Sate ot regional economic integration
organization entied under article 24 to sign this Protocol but which s ot &
Party to i, and any intergovermental organization qualified in the fields to
which the Protocol relate, shall be enfitled to participate as observers in the
sessions of the Meeting of the Pasties. Their admission and partcipation skall
be subjecttothe rules of procedure adoped by the Meeting of the Parties.

5. Any non governmental organization qualified in the fields to which this
Protocol relates which has informed the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Europe of its wish to be represented at a session of the
Meeting of the Parties shall be entitled to participate as an observer unless one
third of the Parties present a the session raise objections. Their admission and
participation shall be subject to the rules of procedure adopted by the Meeting
of the Parties.

Article 18

RIGHT TO VOTE

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2, each Party to this Protocol shall
have one vote.

2. Regional economic infegration organizations, in matters within their
competence, shall exercise their Tight to vote with a mmber of votes equal to
the mumber of their member States which are Parties. Such organizations shall
not exercise their right o vote if their member States exercise theirs, and vice

i





